
Spartanburg Christian Academy 

6th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 
Welcome to 6th Grade! For your summer reading assignment, please select one 
of the following novels below to read. You will find a brief synopsis of each 
book to assist you in making a choice. You will have an assignment to complete 
on the novel of your choosing. Please make sure you read over the directions 
on the last page to understand how to complete your assignment. All 
assignments will be due the first day of school. 

 

Book Choices 

1. Serafina and the Black Cloak by Robert Beatty 

A brave and unusual girl named Serafina lives secretly in the basement of the grand Biltmore 
Estate amidst the splendor of the Gilded Age. Serafina's pa, the estate's maintenance man, has 
warned her to keep herself hidden from the fancy folk who live on the floors above, but when 
children at the estate start disappearing, Serafina and her friend Braeden Vanderbilt must 
work together to solve a dark and dangerous mystery.  

 

2. Restart by Gordon Korman 

Chase's memory just went out the window. Chase doesn't remember falling off the roof. He 
doesn't remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, remember anything. He wakes up in a 
hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole life all over again . . . starting with his own 
name. He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he sees that 
different kids have very different reactions to his return. Some kids treat him like a hero. Some 
kids are clearly afraid of him. One girl in particular is so angry with him that she pours her 
frozen yogurt on his head the first chance she gets. Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who 
Chase is--it's a question of who he was . . . and who he's going to be. 

 
3. The False Prince by Jennifer A. Nielsen 

In a discontented kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a 
nobleman of the court, devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost 
son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, 
including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than 
questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's point -- he must be chosen to play the prince or 
he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. As Sage moves from 
a rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous palace, layer upon layer of treachery and deceit 
unfold, until finally, a truth is revealed that, in the end, may very well prove more dangerous 
than all of the lies taken together. 



4. Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from 
going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than 
to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary 
face. Beginning from Auggie’s point of view and expanding to include his classmates, his sister, 
her boyfriend, and others, the perspectives converge to form a portrait of one community’s 
struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. In a world where bullying among young 
people is an epidemic, this is a refreshing new narrative full of heart and hope. 
 

5. My Side of the mountain by Jean Craighead George 
Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy living in New York City with his family, so he runs away to the 
Catskill Mountains to live in the woods—all by himself. With only a penknife, a ball of cord, 
forty dollars, and some flint and steel, he intends to survive on his own. Sam learns about 
courage, danger, and independence during his year in the wilderness, a year that changes his 
life forever. 
 

6. The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 
A highly inventive mystery begins when sixteen unlikely people gather for the reading of the 
very strange will of the very rich Samuel W. Westing. They could become millionaires, depending 
on how they play a game. All they have to do is find the answer—but the answer to what? The 
Westing game is tricky and dangerous, but the heirs play on—through blizzards, burglaries, and 
bombings. Sam Westing may be dead ... but that won't stop him from playing one last game! 
 

7. Prince Caspian by C.S. Lewis 
The Pevensie siblings travel back to Narnia to help a prince denied his rightful throne as he 
gathers an army in a desperate attempt to rid his land of a false king. But in the end, it is a 
battle of honor between two men alone that will decide the fate of an entire world. 
 

8. Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 
Esperanza Ortega possesses all the treasures a young girl could want: fancy dresses; a beautiful 
home filled with servants in the bountiful region of Aguascalientes, Mexico; and the promise 
of one day rising to Mama’s position and presiding over all of El Rancho de las Rosas. 
But a sudden tragedy shatters that dream, forcing Esperanza and Mama to flee to California 
and settle in a Mexican farm labor camp. There they confront the challenges of hard work, 
acceptance by their own people, and economic difficulties brought on by the Great 
Depression.  When Mama falls ill from Valley Fever and a strike for better working conditions 
threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza must relinquish her hold on the past and learn to 
embrace a future ripe with the riches of family and community. 
 

9. The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 
When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she is all alone on a 
remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is--but she knows 
she needs to survive. After battling a violent storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, she 
realizes that her only hope for survival is to adapt to her surroundings and learn from the 
island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants. As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts 
to feel like home--until, one day, the robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt her. 



 
 

10. Old Yeller by Fred Gipson 
When his father sets out on a cattle drive toward Kansas for the summer, fourteen-year-old 
Travis Coates is left to take care of his family and their farm. Living in Texas Hill Country 
during the 1860s, Travis comes to face new, unanticipated, and often perilous responsibilities in 
the frontier wilderness. A particular nuisance is a stray yellow dog that shows up one day and 
steals food from the family. But the big canine who Travis calls “Old Yeller” proves his worth by 
defending the family from danger. And Travis ultimately finds help and comfort in the courage 
and unwavering love of the dog who comes to be his very best friend. 

 

Assignment Directions:  

1. Please complete 3 chapter summaries on your novel. Sheet is included. You will need to print 
out three copies. You will select three random chapters from your book to write your chapter 
summaries about. Please do not do three chapters in consecutive order (example Ch. 1, 2 & 3). 
You must write your answers in complete sentences.  

Chapter Summaries: 3 summaries x 30 points each=90 points 

2. Pick 5 new vocabulary words you have learned in the novel. Write a definition for each 
vocabulary word and quote the exact sentence from the book where the vocabulary word was 
used. Please include the page number in the novel where the word was used. You may use a 
dictionary or the internet to look up the definitions for each word. You may write or type your 
words on one sheet of paper or you may write each word on an index card. Example: 
Courageous – not deterred by danger or pain; brave “Pi was courageous as he climbed into the 
boat with the wild animals.” Pg. 143 

Vocabulary Words: 5 vocabulary words x 2 points each=10 points 

 



Name: ___________________________ Title of Book: ___________________________ 

Chapter: ________________________ *Make 3 blank copies of this summary page.* 

What was the most important event in this chapter? Pick one character from the chapter. Explain if the 
character is brave, fearful, angry, etc. and give a quote 
from the chapter to support your answer. Include pg. # 
(Example: Despereaux was brave and valiant. “I will try 
to be brave like a knight in shining armor.” Pg. 74) 

Make a prediction. Tell me in 3-5 sentences, what do you 
believe will happen next? Give me at least one quote 
from the chapter that supports your prediction. Include 
pg. # (Example: I believe that Despereaux will be a 
prisoner for quite some time. That he will eventually 
become fearful because of how the rats treat him. I 
believe he wants to be brave but will fail. “A booming 
voice in the darkness responded, what does a mouse 
know of such things about being brave?” Pg. 75) 

Draw a picture of what you feel represents the chapter 
the best. 

 

 



1. Word: ___________________________________  Page #________________ 
Definition: ____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Example from text: ___________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Word: ___________________________________  Page #________________ 
Definition: ____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Example from text: ___________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Word: ___________________________________  Page #________________ 
Definition: ____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Example from text: ___________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Word: ___________________________________  Page #________________ 
Definition: ____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Example from text: ___________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Word: ___________________________________  Page #________________ 
Definition: ____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Example from text: ___________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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